`Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on Feb 9th 2026 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr K Rose, Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr S Harris, Cllr D Williams, Cllr S Morris.
Attendance:
CCllr S Howarth, Clerk, N James; J Williams, A Wilson, J Gwillym. 

1. Apologies:

Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllrs M Fulton, K James and N Curtis, and received from CCllr MA Brocklesby.

2. Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Open Session
Jane Williams and Jon Gwillym had submitted requests to discuss the issue of parking around the School in Gilwern. Ms Williams wished to register her concerns about the potential impact of MCC’s proposed parking restriction scheme in the area around Gilwern School. The proposals were out for consultation and councillors confirmed that they had seen the document. Her main concerns were that parked vehicles would be displaced from New School Lane to Common Road during the school day which would be unsafe and she reminded councillors that there had been an accident recently in Common Road during the school pick up time. In addition the impact would potentially make it more difficult for emergency vehicles to gain access through Common Road, and the situation would be exacerbated in the short term due to the bridge restrictions. At this point the Chair invited Cllr Williams to introduce his agenda item on Parking- see below in paragraph 9.
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 12th Jan were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising that would not be brought up under another agenda item.
6.      Planning
a. 25/24287/FUL- proposed conversion of the Corn Exchange pub into a single 4-bedroomed dwelling- application withdrawn. 
b. 24/23373/FUL- proposed extension at 2 Twynbarllwyn Cottage, Llanelly Hill- permission refused.
c. 25/24118/FUL- proposed extension at 35 Dan-y- Coed, Clydach- permission granted.
d. 25/23654/FUL- modifying vehicular access to Brunant Farmhouse, Old Trap Road, Gilwern- permission granted.
e. 26/24373/FUL- opening up door position at The Beaufort Arms, Gilwern- comments awaited.
7.    Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 12th Jan:  109-25/6  - Enerveo-Xmas lights - 6891.60; 110-25/6 -E Keen- 426.61; 111-25/6 -HMRC-263.80; 112-25/6 -Merlin Waste -1128.96; 113-25/6- Thomas Waste-65.20; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 15.00; SO – Salary –1055.05; DD -EON- 29.84; DD – Octopus Energy-949.17;DD- BT-353.05; Bank Charges -16.00. 
b. The Chair advised that the Clerk would be revisiting the CCTV quotes for the skate park and provide them at the next meeting. Action: NJ.
8. Cooption
Hannah Jarvis, a former community councillor, had applied to be coopted for the one remaining ward vacancy on the Council. The Council discussed the application having asked those in attendance to leave the room, and Hannah Jarvis was duly coopted. Action: NJ.
9. Parking in Gilwern
Cllr Williams summarised the points raised in the recent public meeting regarding parking issues around the School in Gilwern. He felt the crux of the matter was to try to establish designated car parking for school staff which should significantly alleviate the main issues. In this respect the Council advised that it would be fully supportive of a School request for a designated car park. After some discussion three potential sites were identified as suitable for staff parking. These were: the site to the east of the School Farm ( it was understood however that it had recently been decided by MCC to allocate this area to Gilwern Roots for an allotment); an area to the west of the School caretakers bungalow owned by MCC, and an area beyond the Community Centre car park on land owned by LCC. The Chair would meet with CCllr Howarth to look at these suggestions, following which it was agreed that the proposals should be forwarded to MCC.. Action: RD/NJ. 
10. Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
Cllr Nelmes advised that interactive timetables had been installed at both bus stops in Gilwern. At the School: the boundary fence was almost complete; the electrics for the new school gates would be installed before the next meeting; ALN remained a concern due to the significant underfunding; Governors were currently looking at the School budget. Cllr Harris advised that he and the Clydach Ward councillors had agreed on a site for wildflower seeding, and he was awaiting responses from OVW and MCC regarding the future wildflower and tree planting in Gilwern playing fields.
11. Report from County Councillors
CCllr Howarth advised that:
a. on the 16th Feb he would be meeting with local residents in Llanelly Hill to walk down Church Road to look at drainage problems;
b. on the 9th Mar there would be a public meeting in Gilwern Village Hall to hear responses to many questions regarding the viaduct. The Clerk was asked to put this on the Council website;
c. A contractor had been appointed to carry out the works on the Ty Mawr footpath;
d. The Clerk should once again press MCC to move the rubbish bin on the Abergavenny Road back into the main car park as he was continuing to get complaints from local residents about rubbish being pit into the dog waste bin in the car park. Action: NJ.  
e. He still believed that it was essential that local community councils work together closely with MCC to complete local tasks as resources were spreads so thinly within MCC.
12.Correspondence Received
a. Email from a local resident regarding dog fouling on local footpaths. The Council acknowledged that this was actually the responsibility of MCC but considered that they should be proactive in identifying ways to try to improve the situation albeit it was accepted that enforcement was extremely difficult. Nevertheless since the receipt of the email the Clerk had arranged with an MCC officer to put up appropriate signs on posts around the particular areas of Gilwern, and it was agreed that Cllr Nelmes would lead an educational programme within the local School to try and get the message across as widely as possible regarding dog fouling of public places. Action: NJ/GN. 
b. Letter from MCC outlining the procedures to be put in place while work was carried out on the Gilwern viaduct.
c. Invitation to attend the launch presentation for the forthcoming Abergavenny Eisteddfod.
d. Jan 26 Police Report.
13.	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 9 Mar at Gilwern Community Centre. Action: NJ.

R DIXON, Chair							N JAMES, Clerk
