`Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on June 8th 2026 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr S Morris, Cllr H Jarvis, Cllr D Williams.
Attendance:
CCllr M A Brocklesby and Clerk, N James; C Price and D Jones. PCSO L Murphy and PCSO E McDonagh were in attendance at the beginning only.

1. Apologies:

Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllrs K Rose, S Harris, M Wells, N Curtis and A Thomas; apologies were also received from CCllr S Howarth..

2. Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Open Session
CPSO Murphy gave a brief overview of what was happening in the area. They had met with Cllrs Dixon and Morris earlier in the day and had viewed CCTV footage of youths climbing on the GCC roof, some of whom were known to the officers. They advised that they would be speaking to those individuals with their parents and would then update the Council. They were aware of the increased use of illegal off-road bikes in the area; police patrols were increasing and appropriate action would be taken.
 The Gaming police van had been in Gilwern that afternoon and had a number of visitors. Arrangements would be made for access to the playing fields in future so that it could be sited near the skate park.
A local resident, Christine Price, raised the issue of a potential change of use at 15 The Shires, Gilwern. No formal paperwork had recently been issued but it was understood that the initial planning application was now subject to judicial review but in the meantime the applicants had sought a change of use for 15 The Shires to house residential children. There had been many objections from local residents and the support of the Community Council in objecting to this change of use was requested. After some discussion the Council agreed to support the views put forward by the local residents and the Clerk would submit a note to that effect to BBNPA. Action: NJ.
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 11th May were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
a. Para 5a- the car park lines had now been repainted. 
b. Para 5c- the outdoor table tennis table had now been fixed to the concrete plinth and rubber mats fixed in position so that it should be ready for use within the next couple of weeks.
c. Para 7b- the Chair had met with representatives of Gilfest and their use of the Centre and siting of their facilities had been agreed.
d. Para 8- Cllr Nelmes advised that he had arranged for the posters to be laminated  and these would be put up in Clydach and Llanelly Hill shortly.
6.      Planning
a. 26/24606/FUL- proposed two-storey extension at 31 Penllwyn Estate, Llanelly Hill-no comments received.
b. 26/24607/FUL- timber orangery at Rock Cottage, Dan-y-Bont, Gilwern- no comments received.
c. 26/24615/FUL- rear extension at 4 Glanmoor, Gilwern- comments awaited.
d. 26/24633/FUL- proposed stables and barn conversion at Bailea Farmhouse, Gilwern- comments awaited.
7.    Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 11th May:  21-26/7  - CA Williams Accountants -960.00; 22-26/7 -Thomas Waste- 71.20; 23-26/7 – Earth Anchors- 733.20; 24-26/7 -Defib Supplies- 162.00; 25-29-26/7- Cllrs Alls- 156.00 x 5; 30-26/7- Gilwern Roots- 2000.00; 31-26/7-PHS- 252.44; 32-26/7- HMRC- 774.84; 33-26/7- Cllr’s All-524.80; 34-26/7- Chair’s All- 1276.16; 35-26/7- Glamorgan Whitelining-780.00; 36-26/7- E Keen- 454.66; 37-26/7- Merlin Waste- 1468.80; 38-26/7- First Drainage- 384.00; 39-26/7- Thomas Waste- 5.20; 40-26/7- N James- USBs- 30.00; Chq 3195- Cllr’s All- 156.00; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 5.00; SO – Salary –1055.05; DD -EON- 15.14; DD – Octopus Energy-357.66; Bank Charges -15.80. 
b. The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Annual Return to the External Auditors, Audit Wales, as well as the Internal Auditor’s Report. He highlighted the few minor issues raised in the Report which would be actioned as necessary in future. The Council approved the Annual Return and the Chair signed it. Action: NJ.
8. Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
Cllr Stockham had contacted the Ty Hooper administration as there had been no meetings held for some time; she still awaited a response. Cllr Nelmes advised that:
a. there had been improvements made to the flooring, roofing and fencing at the School; the two recent external audits had been very successful; attendance at the School was better than target; he was in the midst of carrying out reviews if various departments and the budget at the moment showed a surplus this year of £12000; 
b. The Community Bus had been successful in obtaining a lottery grant;
c. There would be an opportunity to meet on 7th July in the Community Centre to discuss the consultation on the Active Travel Map;
d. Following a request from Cllr Dixon regarding cycle racks for GCC and the park,  he contacted the Active Travel officer to see if funding could be found.
Cllr Morris had not heard from the Trustees of the Ebeneezer Fund regarding a meeting and the Clerk was asked to contact them to arrange a meeting with councillors. Action: NJ. 

9. Report from County Councillors
CCllr Brocklesby encouraged all councillors to involve themselves in the Active Travel consultation and to put forward ideas for additional routes for consideration. She acknowledged the issues raised by Cllr Dixon with encroaching hedgerows along local footpaths and the various snags on the Ty Mawr footpath and she would chase up resolution of these issues. As far as the viaduct was concerned once suitable cameras were identified they hoped to raise the bridge limit back up to 7.5 tonnes. Cllr Dixon asked if MCC could liaise with the organisers of the Green Man Festival as Gilwern was a designated route for Festival traffic and many of the vehicles would be over the weight limit; CCllr Brocklesby agreed to do this. Cllr Dixon asked why the MCC waste tip booking system was so complex; Cllr Brocklesby advised that a new Head of Recycling would be appointed soon and that it would be looked at.
10.Correspondence Received
a. Consultation document from MCC on the Active Travel Network Map.
b. Invitation to visit the proposed Tir Awen Market Garden.
c. Apr and May 26 Police Reports.

11.	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 13 Jul at Gilwern Community Centre. Action: NJ.

R DIXON, Chair							N JAMES, Clerk
