`Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on Oct 20th 2025 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr K Rose, Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr S Harris, Cllr S Morris, Cllr N Curtis, Cllr M Fulton, Cllr D Williams, Cllr K James.
Attendance:
CCllrs MA Brocklesby and S Howarth, Clerk, N James, M Hayward, A Wilson, J Williams. 

1. Apologies:

There were no apologies received. 
2. Declaration of Interest:

There were declarations of interest from Cllrs Dixon, James, Fulton and Stockham for Item 7d, and requisite forms were signed. 

3. Open Session
a. In the absence of M David Morgan, Cllr Curtis updated the Council on plans for the Canal 225 celebrations. The group leading the planning was about to publish display information which highlighted the lantern procession and illuminated horses and swans. The nominated councillors would be considering whether a Christmas Fair or something similar could be organised in the Wharf car park to coincide with the celebration at Gilwern which would be on Dec 8th. Cllr Curtis agreed to discuss with Cllr Nelmes how best to involve the School in these celebrations. Action: NC/GN.
b. The Chair advised that a discussion on the Common that had been mentioned as a possibility for the Open Session would now not take place as an agreement with MCC on the way ahead had been put forward, and would be finalised at a forthcoming meeting between the Chair and MCC Officer.
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 8th Sep were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
a. Para 5b –County councillors had offered to discuss again with MCC officers the options for a dog exercising area. A final decision was still awaited on the need for a change of use application were the field to be changed into a dog exercising area, and CCllr Howarth was also awaiting confirmation that the field in question could be sublet to LCC by the farmer.
b. Para 10a- Cllr Morris had agreed that the current site for the Clydach North notice board was satisfactory but it needed to be turned around so that it was more visible. Action: NJ.

6.      Planning
a. 25/23878/FUL– erection of a conservatory at 23 The Shires, Gilwern- application approved.
b. 25/24118/FUL- two storey extension at 35 Dan-y-Coed, Clydach- comments awaited.
7.   Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 8th September:  63-25/6- Walker Fire- 211.03; 64-25/6- Mr G Electrics- 180.00; 65-25/6- Mr G Electrics- 542.00; 66-25/6- Zurich Insurance- 2041.44;  67-25/6- Thomas Waste- 65.20; 68-25/6- S Plumley-54.00;  69-25/6- N James salary- 32.95; 70-25/6- Clydach AFC- 1000.00; 71-25/6- Digital Systems- 15.04; 72-25/6- E Keen- 465.66; 73-25/6- HMRC- 263/60; 74-25/6- Merlin Waste- 1128.96; 75-25/6- C Walters- 254.83; 76-25/6- N James -Wreaths- 109.96; 77-25/6- Vision ICT- 48.00; 78-25/6- Festive Lighting- 1326.00; 79-25/6- Mr G Electrics- 56.03; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 5.00; SO – Salary –1022.30 ; DD -EON- 27.97; DD – Octopus Energy-139.90; Bank Charges- 8.40. 
b. The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation and financial report for the end of September. He went through the main points.
c. The Audit for 24/25 by Audit Wales had now been completed and no observations had been raised.
d. The Bowls Club had requested a grant towards the annual maintenance of the green of £4500.00. At this stage 4 councillors declared their interest as members of the Bowls Club but the meeting agreed that all should remain in the room and Cllr Fulton, as Chair of the Bowls Club, fielded several questions from the Council. It was recognised that, as the Council in fact owned the land on which the bowls green was situated, it had a responsibility to ensure it was maintained. It recognized that numbers of similar clubs in South Wales were diminishing and the Council agreed that, especially given the efforts of the Club to encourage more usage and participation, it would wish to agree to granting the sum of £4500.00 towards the Club’s ground maintenance costs.  Action> NJ.
8. CLP
Cllr Nelmes reiterated the decision from the last meeting that, although some of the actions have been completed within the CLP, it was up to all councillors to consider the objectives within it and to raise any items that they would wish to push  or objectives they would wish to extend. Action: ALL. 
9  Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
a. Cllr Stockham advised that the pre-Christmas meeting of the Ty Hooper Charity would take place in November.
b. There had been no update on the Ebenezer Chapel Fund and Cllr James was asked to provide an update for the next meeting. Action: KJ. 
c. Cllr Harris would be attending a biodiversity session with OVW shortly before producing a draft report for discussion with the Clerk. The aim would be to produce a draft report for the Council’s agreement at the December meeting. Action: SH.
d. Cllr Curtis advised that progress was slow in resolving the water issue in the canal. The next focus group meeting was in November but it was unlikely that a firm resolution would be decided then. 
e. Cllr Nelmes had attended a Strategic Transport meeting which had discussed mainly funding issues for potential new railway stations and the pedestrian bridge in Abergavenny. The meeting had advised that it was hoped that the Ty Mawr footpath in Gilwern would be completed by the end of this financial year. He ahd also raised the issue of the no entry at the Beaufort Pub in Gilwern which still caused problems. At the School there was a continuing difficulty with a lack of funding for assisted learning as with most schools
Cllr Harris advised that he was now in contact with the OVW biodiversity team and had attended a webinar recently which would help him put together the Council’s Biodiversity updated plan by the end of the year.
Cllr Nelmes advised that there had been a small turnover of School staff at the beginning of term. 
10. Report from County Councillors
CCllr Brocklesby advised:
f. Heritage money had been allocated to Clydach, and a forthcoming meeting there would discuss how best to utilise these funds.
g. A community meeting had been held in Gilwern to discuss the perennial parking issue around the School. A number of views and ideas had been put forward in what was considered a constructive meeting. However, the issue had still not been resolved and there were widely-held views on how best to resolve the issue.
h. The hedgecutting season had now started and CCllr Brocklesby advised the Council to pass on any requests for special action.
CCCllr Howarth advised:
i. there was a real problem with litter in the main Gilwern car park area, given that the waste bin had been moved out of the car park. As a consequence a lot of litter was now being deposited in the dog waste bin which was consequently overflowing. He strongly recommended the Council to contact MCC to get the waste bin re-sited in the car park. Action: NJ.
j. He acknowledged that resolution of the Ty Mawr footpath was taking far too long, and was frustrating.
k. Some drains were already beginning to be blocked with leaves etc, and LCC was encouraged to push MCC to clear them as they were reported.
11.Correspondence Received
a. Sep Police Report.
12.	Date of Next Meeting
Date of the next meeting will be 10h November. Given the Canal 225 celebrations in Gilwern  on Monday 8th Dec it was agreed that the December meeting would be moved to the 15th December.

R DIXON, Chair							N JAMES, Clerk
