`Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on July 27th 2026 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr S Morris, Cllr H Jarvis, Cllr D Williams, Cllr S Harris, Cllr A Thomas, Cllr K James, Cllr M Fulton.
Attendance:
CCllrs M A Brocklesby and S Howarth; Clerk, N James; Z Proctor, M Cottle, M Hayward, A Wilson, J Williams, J Wells and 21 others.

1. Apologies:

Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllrs K Rose and N Curtis. 

2. Declaration of Interest:

Cllr Morris had declared an interest in the planning application 26/24692/FUL and she completed the declaration form for the Register. 

3. Open Session
Mrs Proctor summarised the details of their application to the BBNPA for the siting of a one planet dwelling at Tir Awen in Clydach. There was a short discussion in which the Council advised that it had made two responses already to the BBNPA but these had been factual advising of the receipt of emails both for and against this application. The Council was not in a position to determine planning applications and, given that they had received several emails both supporting and objecting to this application, they did not feel in a position to forward any further comments to the BBNPA . 
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 8th June were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
a. Para 8- Cllrs Dixon and James had attended a meeting with the trustees of the Ebenezer Trust Fund. Cllrs Morris and James had identified and obtained permission for the siting of two  defibrillators; arrangements for purchasing and the ongoing responsibility for them was to be discussed. The Chair advised that the next meeting should be at Clydach and asked Cllr James to ensure that the trustees would be able to attend so that the Council could discuss next steps with them. Action: KJ.
6.      Planning
a. 26/24692/FUL- siting of one planet dwelling at Tir Awen, Clydach- many comments received from both supporters and objectors; in view of the large numbers on both sides the Council decided not to forward a view..
b. 26/24669/FUL- extension at Bryn LLamarch, Llanelly Hill- no comments received.
c. 26/24695/FUL- replacement flat roof at Cheltenham House, Clydach- no comments received.
d. 26/24779/FUL- construction of outbuilding at Y Fron, Gilwern- comments awaited.
7.    Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 8th June:  41-26/7  - SLCC Annual membership- 200.00; 42-26/7 -D Prout- 310.72; 43-26/7 – Cllrs All-156.00; 44-26/7 -NJ- copy paper-15.00; 45-26/7- Dynamite branding- 120.00; 46-26/7- Concrete Sports- 180.00; 47-26/7-Kingramps- 2244.00; 48-26/7- HMRC- 263.80; 49-26/7- S Plumley- 36.00; 50-26/7- Earth Anchors- 319.20; 51-26/7- E Keen- 454.66; 52-26/7- ROSPA- 498.00; 53-26/7- NJ- paint-49.84; 54-26/7- Merlin Waste- 1175.04; 55-26/7- Digital Systems- 20.40;56-26/7- Thomas Waste- 71.20; 57-26/7- S Plumley- 30.00; 58-26/7- Fresh Air Fitness- 228.67 ; 59-26/7 – RME- 2340.00; 60-26/7- HMRC- 263.80; 61-26/7- Aber Wroughtiron- 3840.00; 62-26/7- NJ- Fans- 49.98; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 5.00; SO – Salary –1055.05; DD -EON- 12.89; DD – Octopus Energy-134.11; Bank Charges -11.20. 
b. The Clerk had circulated a copy of the bank reconciliation and financial report as at the end of June. He went through the main points of the quarterly return.
8. Gilwern Streets
In Cllr Curtis’ absence this item was not discussed at this point- see para 11.
9. Seeding of a third party’s land
Cllr Williams had been asked to enquire whether LCC was funding the seeding of Gilwern Common. The Chair advised that this had been done by MCC; he had bought some wildflower seeds which had been used on the playing field area. The Common had recently been cut slightly earlier than planned because of the fire risk. Cllr Harris clarified that under the Council’s Biodiversity Plan funding of wildflower seeds for land not owned by LCC was permissible but could only be done with the consent of the landowner. Cllrs Harris and Dixon would be looking at areas to plant further trees on the playing fields to provide further areas of shade; a further update would be given in September. Action: SH/RD. Cllr Dixon advised that while the seeding was taking place on the Common a false call was made to Gwent Police stating that the Common was being cut illegally.
10. Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
a. Cllr Stockham had not received any response from the Ty Hooper charity as to further meetings and she and Cllr Thomas summarised again the basis for the charity and councillors were asked to try to think of suitable local candidates for the small grants that were available.
b. Cllr Nelmes advised that:
(1) The MCC Future Travel consultation had taken place on 7 Jul and he had put forward a number of possibilities for inclusion in the final active travel map for the area including Glangwryney Road, Ty Mawr Road, routes to the School. 
(2)The first active travel map included areas for bike racks but these never   materialised in Gilwern, However, MCC had agreed to fund bike racks outside the Library and a site meeting was being arranged to agree where to position them. 
(3) It was likely that the School would number under 200 for the 26/27 year which would mean a corresponding reduction in its budget. The School farm had been very productive with much fruit and vegetables produced. Finally, he advised of a number of successes in sports and the arts over the year.
(4) Dog waste signs designed by children at the School had now been put up in Gilwern and Clydach by Cllrs Dixon and James. Cllr Jarvis would be arranging for signs to be put up in Llanelly Hill.
11. Report from County Councillors
a. CCllr Howarth thanked the Council for arranging for the dog waste bin to be replaced in Llanelly hill which would be done on the 28th Jul. He noted that there had been some vandalism on the new table tennis table on the playing fields and the Chair confirmed that he was meeting with RIO CCTV to arrange for the CCTV camera to be altered to ensure that any future vandalism on the table would be identified. He also confirmed that the new CCTV camera for the skate park area should be in place within the next couple of weeks. CCllr Howarth advised that the meeting on the 18th Jul to update on the viaduct had been well attended. Unfortunately there was little progress to announce with cameras still awaited. He advised that Nigel Leaworthy was the person to contact regarding the need for cutting of the Ty Mawr footpath area. MCC still had to replace/install new gates on the footpath Action: NJ.
b. CCllr Brocklesby was asked if she could respond to the requests made by Cllr Curtis regarding the maintenance status of the streets in Gilwern. She advised that she understood that the weeds in the Abergavenny Road would be cleared shortly.
10.Correspondence Received
a. Consultation dates from MCC on the Active Travel Network Map.
b. Several comments from local residents regarding planning application 26/24692/FUL.
c. Jun 26 Police Reports.
d. OVW Training dates from Jun-Sep.
e. Details about the OVW National Conference and Awards Ceremony 2026.
f. Questionnaire from the Democracy and Boundary Commission. 
11.	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 14 Sep at Clydach Village Hall. Action: NJ/KJ.
In closing the meeting the Chair wished to record the Council’s thanks to Mr John Wells for his very conscientious watering, without being asked,  of the new trees planted in the small orchard on the playing fields.
Given the absence of a meeting in August the Council gave its delegated authority to the Chair and Vice Chair to make any essential and immediate decisions without recourse to the full council.

R DIXON, Chair						N JAMES, Clerk
