`Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on Apr 13th 2026 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr K Rose, Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr S Harris, Cllr S Morris, Cllr N Curtis, Cllr K James, Cllr H Jarvis, Cllr M Wells, Cllr M Fulton, Cllr A Thomas, Cllr D Williams.
Attendance:
CCllrs M A Brocklesby and  S Howarth, Clerk, N James; A Wilson, G&A Gardener. 

1. Apologies:

There were no apologies received.

2. Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Open Session
There were no matters raised nor any matters forwarded that would not be addressed later in the meeting.
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 9th Mar were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
a. Para 5a- the Clerk was awaiting confirmation of a date for the car park lines to be repainted but it was likely to be actioned in the next School holidays in May. Action: NJ. 
b. Para 7b- a site meeting with the contractors was arranged for 27th April with the plan for the project to start soon after. Action: NJ.
c. Para 7c- a site had been agreed for the outdoor table tennis table and a contractor’s quote for the installation work was awaited. Action: NJ.
6.      Planning
a. 26/24373/FUL- installing new door at The Beaufort Arms, Gilwern- permission granted. 
b. 26/24344/FUL- erection of single storey extension at 1 Pickering Close, Gilwern- permission granted.
7.    Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 9th Mar:  124-25/6  - Npower- 376.41; 125-25/6 -HMRC- 263.80; 126-25/6 -Digital Systems-10.21; 127-25/6 -Treescape -1020.00; 128-25/6- HMRC- 263.80; 129-25/6- E Keen-454.66; 130-25/6- S Plumley-30.00; Chq 3194- J White-35.00; 1-26/7- N James 34.67; 2-26/7- Thomas Waste- 65.20; 3-26/7- One Voice Wales- 871.00; 4-26/7- Enerveo- 420.20; 5-26/7- MCC- 4088.60; 6-26/7- Merlin Waste- 1175.04; 7-26/7- Clydach AFC- 500.00; 8-26/7- Abergavenny Garden Centre- 1330.00; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 5.00; SO – Salary –1055.05; DD -EON- 27.23; DD – Octopus Energy-680.07; Bank Charges -10.85. 
b. The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation and financial report for the end of the financial year. These showed an £18000 surplus in the budget for the year caused in the main by significant reductions in the nominal budget figures for Buildings Maintenance and the Contingency, as well as a reduction in grant applications over the year. This surplus in turn left the Council with a cash balance of £42000. 
c. The Clerk advised that he had received two quotes for replacing the metal gate and posts into the playing fields at Gilwern from the car park. The cheaper one was £2250+VAT, and it was agreed to accept this lower quote. Action: NJ.  
8. CLP
Cllr Nelmes reminded councillors of the requirements of the CLP and asked them to consider projects throughout the area. Action: ALL. In discussion it was advised that grants for community projects were available to town councils from the Welsh Government. The Clerk was asked to look into the processes required to become a town council. Action: NJ.
9. Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
a. Cllr Nelmes confirmed that work on the footpath to the School had started and was likely to take about 5-6 weeks. The Chair asked CCllr Brocklesby if she could confirm at the next meeting the final cost of this work. Action: MAB. In addition new disability markings for entrances to the School had been put down. At the MCC Strategic Transport meeting it was noted that in future projects would be considered within the whole region. It had advised that: the new bus stop at Nevill Hall was in place; work was about to start on the new Llanfoist bridge; and £600k had been earmarked specifically for repair of the large increase in potholes. 
b. Cllr Curtis advised that he had approached Hope Church regarding a potential Victorian  Market, and awaited their reply. He also stated that there was still no news regarding the future of the Navigation Inn. 
c. Cllr Harris confirmed that the new Community Orchard in Gilwern Playing Fields had received many very favourable comments.
d. Cllr Fulton reported that the Bowls Club had held a very successful Open Day from which they hoped to gain several new members.
9. Report from County Councillors
CCllr Brocklesby advised that:
a. progress was being made on the Gilwern bridge and although it was a priority to open the road again to two-way traffic, there were several other bridges in the County which also required repairs. Cameras had been ordered to ensure that weight restrictions on the bridge would be adhered to. There would be an update meeting on the bridge on the 8th May at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
b. Final landscaping to the site of the landslip in Llanelly Hill should be complete by the end of May.
CCllr Howarth reported that:
a. MCC was considering placing a high barrier across the entrance to the Wharf car park to deter overnight stays which were a significant cause of the overflowing waste bin there. Cllr Curtis informed the meeting that CTR were doing this and it was ready to be installed
Both county councillors agreed to look at the possibility of a joint local surgery in the future.
10.Correspondence Received
a. OVW Training sessions Mar – Jun 26 and free places for councillors.
b. Update from MCC on the Ty Mawr footpath.
c. Mar 26 Police Report.
d. Invite for volunteers to join the Monmouthshire Schools Admissions Forum.
11.	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on 11 May at Gilwern Community Centre, immediately following the AGM which will be held at 6pm. Action: NJ.

R DIXON, Chair							N JAMES, Clerk
