Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Gilwern Community Centre on Jan 12th 2026 at 6pm– Llanelly Community Council
Present:  Cllr R Dixon (Chair), Cllr G Nelmes, Cllr S Harris, Cllr S Morris, Cllr N Curtis, Cllr K James, Cllr H Stockham, Cllr A Thomas.
Attendance:
CCllr M A Brocklesby, Clerk, N James, J Williams, A Wilson, J Wells. 

1. Apologies:

Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllr Rose and Cllr Fulton, and received from CCllr Howarth. 
2. Declaration of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Open Session
There were no matters raised nor any matters forwarded that would not be addressed later in the meeting.
4.	Minutes of Previous Meeting
 The Minutes of the meetings of the 15h Dec were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
 There were no matters arising which would not be discussed later in the meeting.    
6.      Planning
a. 25/24287/FUL–conversion of Corn Exchange pub into a single dwelling- comments awaited. The Chair reported that he had received many concerns from local residents who had all been advised to send their objections direct to the planning authority. The Council agreed to support the view that the premises should be retained as a local public house, and that the Chair should attend any meeting held to determine the application. Action: NJ.

7.Finance
a. Cheques/Payments – the following payments had been signed/authorised by Cllrs Dixon, Rose and Nelmes on behalf of the Council since the last meeting on the 15th December:  102-25/6- HMRC -263.80; 103-25/6- Debbie Cobbett-310.00; 104-25/6- Gilwern Scouts-240.00; 105-25/6- E Keen-343.56; 106-25/6- Digital Systems-20.60; 107-25/6-Thomas Waste- 65.20; 108-25/6- Merlin Waste-1128.96; Chq 3193- Holders Xmas trees- 720.00; SO – Country Bookkeeping – 5.00; SO – Salary –1055.05 ; DD -EON- 26.97; DD – Octopus Energy-633.81; DD-BT-353.05; Bank Charges- 6.65. 
b. The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation and financial report for the end of December. He went through the salient points and confirmed that, although the forecast showed a current small deficit on the budget, there was sufficient contingency built in to assume that the Council would be within budget at the end of the financial year.
6. Biodiversity Report.
The Council was required to produce triennially an updated a Biodiversity Plan. Cllr Harris had produced a draft plan which had been circulated to councillors. He advised that it was aimed to meet the Council’s commitment and to be an achievable plan. After some discussion it was agreed to adopt the draft Plan for the next three years. Action: NJ. Cllr James had some views on suitable biodiversity projects in Clydach and it was agreed that he would get together with Cllr Harris, and any suggested projects would be brought before the Council for its decision.
9.  Reports from Members on Outside Bodies
There no reports from members of outside bodies.
10. Report from County Councillors
CCllr Brocklesby started by congratulating Cllr Curtis on the successful outcome to the efforts of him and others in securing funding for the Canal. She went on to advise:
a. that work required to replace the Gilwern Viaduct would cost £20-30 million, money that the council did not have. Although the Viaduct was unlikely to have a catastrophic failure the Council was looking at repair options with a forthcoming assessment this week. Repairs would require single lane traffic with traffic lights and a strict weight limit;
b. there had been a landslip in Llanelly Hill;
c. there would be a public meeting in GCC on Monday 19th Jan to discuss car parking around the School;
d. repairs were now scheduled to the river bridge on Station Road in Clydach.
She agreed to check on the current plans regarding future school transport provision from Gilwern.
12.Correspondence Received
a. Dec Police Report.
b. Letter of thanks from Canal River Trust for help with the Canal 225 celebrations.
13.	Date of Next Meeting
Date of the next meeting will be 9h February. 

R DIXON, Chair							N JAMES, Clerk
